
 

2017 6th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

Book: Pay It Forward  
   (Two Versions Available:  Choose Young Readers Edition) 

   Author: Catherine Ryan Hope 
    ISBN 978-1-4814-0940-7 

Books can be purchased through Barnes and Nobles, Amazon, or there will be a 
limited amount of books to borrow from the school for a check out period. Check 

out dates are as follows from 9am-12pm: 
Friday, June 2nd return June 30th 
Friday, June 30th return July 31st 

Monday, July 31st return first day of school 

 

Pay It Forward, Young Readers Edition, will be the book we would like for all 
incoming 6th graders to read over the summer months. This is a story that 
revolves around a social studies teacher, a project, a plan to change the world to 
make it better, and a twelve-year-old boy named Trevor. Is it possible for 
someone so young to change the world?  

Students can use the discussion questions located on the back of this paper to 
help guide them with their reading. They are not required to be completed. 
However, when students return from summer break, a test will be given within 
the first week of school. The test will consist of multiple choice, short 
answer, and some of the discussion questions.  



Pay It Forward, by Catherine Ryan Hyde Young Readers Edition 

Discussion Questions 
Common Core Standards (RL.6.1, 2, 3, 5)  

1. Describe Trevor McKinney’s Pay It Forward project. How does he get the idea? Why do 
others around him think it will fail? Do you believe this kind of project would work? Why 
or why not?  

2. Compare and contrast Trevor’s feelings for his father with his feelings for Reuben St. 
Clair. Describe the relationship between Trevor and Reuben. What bonds them together.  

3. Why does Reuben St. Clair wear an eye patch? How does his disfiguration impact him? 
How does it affect those around him? Explain how the author reveals the events 
surrounding Reuben’s loss of sight. What does the following passage suggest about 
Reuben’s feelings related to his injury: ”But it’s not so much that they don’t ask, but why 
they don’t ask, as if I am an unspeakable tragedy, as new and shocking to myself as 
them.”  

4. How does Trevor meet Jerry Busconi and why does Trevor invite him into his house? 
Arlene becomes upset with Trevor when she learns that Jerry showers in her house. Is 
her frustration warranted?  

5. What act of kindness does Trevor do for Mrs. Greenberg and how does she pay it 
forward? Why is her son, Richard, disappointed in her behavior? Do you agree with her 
son? Why or why not?  

6. Why does Arlene take Trevor to visit Jerry in prison? What happens to prevent them 
from seeing him? How are Arlene’s and Trevor’s reactions different when they learn they 
will not see Jerry? Why do you think Jerry refuses to see them?  

7. Why does Roger Meagan call Chris Chandler? How does Chris “track the movement”? 
What does he discover about people along the way? How does Chris find Trevor? Is 
Trevor aware of the impact of his project? Explain.  

8. Describe Trevor’s trip to Washington, DC. Compare this scene with the one following it 
in which Trevor is stabbed when he intervenes in a mugging. How do the two scenes 
increase the emotional intensity of the story’s ending? Why does Trevor intervene in the 
mugging?  

Two Versions Available—Choose the Young Reader’s Edition 
 


